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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Shemini 5784 

The Death of the Righteous 

is also a Time of Joy 

Introduction 

It is interesting that this week I 

was unable to locate a previous 

article regarding Parshas 

Shemini, aside from the 

previous years, and I assume 

that anyone reading this year 

will say, “he wrote the same 

thing last year.” We all know 

that Torah is constantly being 

refreshed, similar to the 

creation of the world, and this 

should allow us to review what 

we have learned in the past and 

derive new lessons from the 

parasha. Parshas Shemini 

discusses the יום שמיני למילואים, the 

eighth day of the inauguration 

of Aharon and his sons to 

become Kohanim serving in the 

Mishkan. The Gemara 

(Zevachim 102a) tells us that 

Elisheva bas Aminadav, the wife 

of Aharon HaKohen, had five 

advantages over other Jewish 

women on the day that the 

Mishkan was inaugurated. Her 

brother-in-law, Moshe, was the 

leader of the Jewish People, her 

husband, Aharon, was the 

Kohen Gadol, her son was the 

assistant Kohen, her grandson 

was the Kohen anointed for war, 

and her brother, Nachshon, was 

the leader of his tribe. 

Nonetheless, she was stricken 

with mourning, as her two 

sons., Nadav and Avihu, died in 

their quest to bring Ketores 

inside the Holy of Holies. How 

are we to understand this 

enigma? On the one hand, the 

Gemara (Megillah 10b) tells us, 

the day that the Mishkan was 

inaugurated was as joyous as 

the day that heaven and earth 

were created. Yet, this 

momentous day was marred by 

tragedy, as two great leaders of 

the Jewish People, were 

punished for their zealousness 

and for a litany of other sins 

expounded upon in the 

Medrash. Where, one may ask, 

is the justice in all this? Could 

HaShem not have reserved a 

different day of the year to 

punish Aharon’s two sons?  

The Death of the Righteous 

is an Atonement for the 

Generation’s Sins 



 
 

2 

In order to understand this 

seeming paradox, it is worth 

examining another parasha in 

the Torah, namely, the parasha 

of Parah Adumah, which we 

recently read. The Parah 

Adumah, the Medrash teaches 

us, is a paradox, as it purifies 

those who were impure, but 

simultaneously renders impure 

those who were pure. Rashi 

(Bamidbar 20:1) writes, why is 

the parsha regarding the death 

of Miriam related next to the 

parashah of Parah Adumah? The 

answer is, just like the Parah 

Adumah atones of sins, so too 

the death of the righteous 

atones for our sins. One must 

wonder why the death of the 

righteous serves a s atonement 

for our sins? In fact, the verse 

seems to indicate the opposite, 

as it is said (Yeshaya 57:1)   י כִּ

נֶאֱסַף הָרָעָה  נֵי  פְּ יק מִּ  because of ,הַצַדִּ

the impeding evil the righteous 

one was gathered in. The 

answer to this question is that 

we must understand the role of 

the righteous. The Sefarim write 

that the righteous function in 

this world for our good, as 

through the righteous we come 

closer to HaShem. When one 

offers an animal on the 

mizbeiach, he is identifying with 

the offering process. Just as we 

spill the blood of the animal, 

one should view it as if his blood 

is spilled and so on. In the same 

vein, when a righteous person 

leaves this world, he is the 

offering of the generation, and 

he atones for the sins of the 

generation.  

One Should Be Distressed 

Over the Deaths of Nadav 

and Avihu 

Nadav and Avihu certainly were 

guilty, on their level, of 

committing a sin. Nonetheless, 

they were deemed to be 

perfectly righteous, and their 

deaths served as an atonement 

for the sin of the Jewish People. 

It is noteworthy that the Zohar 

states that one who is 

distressed or sheds tears over 

the deaths of Nadav and Avihu, 

gains atonement for his sins and 

is guaranteed that his children 

will not die in his lifetime. 

Clearly the deaths of Nadav and 

Avihu served as an atonement 

for the sins of the Jewish 

People, not only in that 

generation but for eternity.  

The Deaths of Nadav and 

Avihu were also Cause for 

Joy 

We can now better understand 

why the Gemara states that 

Elisheva witnessed such great 
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joy on that day, and she was 

also a victim of Nadav and 

Avihu’s death. Ultimately, their 

deaths were also a joyous 

occasion, as, despite the state 

of mourning that occurred, their 

deaths served as an atonement 

for the Jewish People. 

The Shabbos connection  

Throughout the week, we 

struggle with earning a living, 

living amongst the nations, and 

numerous other challenges. Yet, 

when Shabbos arrives, all 

sadness and evil cease to exist, 

and in their place is joy and 

praise to HaShem for all the 

good that He bestows upon His 

Beloved Nation. HaShem should 

allow us to gain atonement for 

our sins and we should merit 

the Ultimate Redemption, 

speedily, in our days.  

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Ki Eshmera Shabbos 

This zemer was composed by 

the great medieval 

commentator and poet Avraham 

Ibn Ezra whose name is found in 

the acrostic of the verses. The 

Zemer focuses on Halachic 

aspects of the Shabbos 

observance.  

ם ת  רָשַׁ דַׁ גָנָיו  אֶל  חוֹק  הָאֵל  בְּ עֲרוֹךְ  בוֹ  סְּ   פָנִים   לֶחֶם  לַׁ

פָנָיו ל.  בְּ נּוֹת  כֵן  עַׁ עַׁ הִתְּ ל  בוֹ  לְּ בוֹנָיו  פִי  עַׁ ד ,  אָסוּר  נְּ בַׁ   לְּ

מֵי  הִיא  אוֹת.  עֲוֹנִי  כִפוּר  מִיּוֹם  עוֹלְּ ד  לְּ וּבֵינִי  בֵינוֹ  עַׁ . 

He inscribed in the G-dly law a 

decree for his priests that on it 

they prepare Show Bread before 

Him. Therefore, to fast on it by 

order of His understanding 

sages is forbidden; except for 

the day when my sin is atoned. 

Twelve loaves were baked every 

Friday in the Bais HaMikdash, 

and on Shabbos they were 

placed on the Shulchan where 

they would remain all week. 

These loaves miraculously 

remained fresh until the next 

Shabbos, when they were 

removed and divided among the 

Kohanim. Thus, the honor of 

Shabbos was extended into the 

week, and the Jewish People 

experienced the Shabbos 

throughout the entire year. 

Shabbos Stories 

He has the Handicapped 

Mind 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn loves to 

tell the beautifully haunting 

story of the woman who left 

Rusk Institute with her child 

who was in a wheelchair. It was 

a wintry day and the chill that 

pervaded the young boy’s 

fragile bones declared its chilling 

presence with the icy frosting it 
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left on the exposed metal of his 

wheelchair. 

Waiting at the bus stop on the 

corner of 34th and 2nd Avenue, 

three large city busses whizzed 

by, unable to accommodate the 

mother and the child and his 

special chair. It was only after a 

half-hour wait that the mother 

flagged down a bus and insisted 

to the driver that he allow them 

to board. 

As the poor woman struggled to 

lift the wheelchair into the 

narrowly impatient doors that 

waited to slam like the jaws of a 

tiger, the driver shouted at her, 

"Lady you'll have to wait for a 

bus with a lift! I gotta go!" 

Immediately a few passengers 

jumped to her defense! "It's 

freezing out there. We will 

wait!" 

Embarrassed into submission, 

the driver acquiesced. As the 

mother and child settled in their 

place on the bus, one said to 

her, "Your child is not 

handicapped. It only seems that 

way. In truth it is the driver that 

has a handicapped mind!" 

(www.Torah.org) 

 

One Survivor’s Chilling 

Experience in 

Auschwitz 
Leslie Kleinman arrived in Auschwitz 
on his 15th birthday and never saw 
his family again. 

 
by Josie Griffiths 
Fa ce bo ok 128TwitterEmailMore53 

Holocaust survivor Leslie 

Kleinman arrived at the gates 

of Auschwitz on his 15th 

birthday and never saw any of 

his family members again. 

He witnessed unspeakable 

horrors and has since made it 

his mission to teach young 

people of his lasting, haunting 

memories in the hope that 

history will never repeat itself. 

http://www.torah.org/
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Leslie was just 14 years old when he was sent to 

Auschwitz concentration camp. 

While in the concentration camp 

and on death marches, the 

Romanian national saw starving 

prisoners eating dead bodies, a 

baby who had its legs torn clean 

off its body by a Nazi guard, and 

a Jew working alongside him 

shot for simply straightening his 

back. 

Leslie wells up as he remembers 

his family during an interview 

with Rabbi Naftali Schiff. 

But despite the horror of Nazi 

Auschwitz, his resounding 

message is one of love, in a bid 

to educate those who do not 

know about the terror of the 

war. 

Humble Beginnings 

Leslie's first day of school: (back row left-right) 

his baby sister Sarah, mum Rachel and dad 

Martin, (middle row) sisters Greeta and Linda, 

(front row) Leslie, Francis and Hermann 

Leslie was born in the village of 

Ambud, near Satu Mare in 

northern Romania, which was 

invaded by Hungarian soldiers in 

1940. 

The second oldest of eight kids, 

he was the son of a Rabbi – and 

was very poor growing up. 
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After the Hungarian invasion, 

Jews were forced to wear the 

Star of David, but otherwise life 

for Leslie continued as normal. 

All this changed in 1944, on the 

day after Passover, when his 

dad Martin was arrested and 

shamed by police, who cut off 

his sacred beard. 

Welling up, Leslie recalls: “The 

local police came for my father 

and the first thing they did was 

cut his beard off. My mother 

was crying. 

 

Leslie's dad Martin, back center right, was a Rabbi. 

Leslie, pictured front now fourth from right, was 

one of three people in this picture to survive the 

Holocaust 

“She said to my father ‘I don’t 

think I’m going to see you 

again’. My father said ‘Don’t 

worry, God is going to bring me 

back’. 

“But my mother didn’t believe 

it, and she was right – we never 

saw my father again. 

“They told him a lie, that he was 

going to Russia to dig trenches. 

My father was only 33 years old 

and I thought he could work so 

he would be back. 

“I managed to say goodbye, he 

gave me a blessing. I was 

always a big strong man, and he 

thought I would survive and 

carry on the name.” 

Leslie, who was 14 years old at 

the time, added: “Two weeks 

later the police came for us. I 

later found out my father never 

went to Russia. He went straight 

to Auschwitz-Birkenau and 

that’s where he died.” 
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Leslie and his second wife Miriam with then Prime 

Minister David Cameron, in 2014 

Long Journey to Auschwitz 

Leslie’s family was taken to a 

ghetto, with 18,000 other Jews, 

where they lived for around a 

month. 

When the freight trains came, 

on May 18, the group was told 

they were being taken to 

Germany – and were packed 

into carriages, with just one 

bucket as a toilet between 110 

people. 

Leslie said: “I remember one 

man shouted out ‘this train does 

not go to Germany, it goes 

east’. He knew. 

“The crying that was going on 

was unbelievable. We stopped 

outside a Catholic church and 

they said the Jewish people 

were crying so badly that they 

couldn’t say the service 

anymore. 

“In only a few hours the bucket 

was full up, and the stench was 

unbelievable. There was no 

privacy, we weren’t humans 

anymore. The women and men 

were together and getting 

undressed to go to the toilet. I 

can still see it in my mind 

sometimes.” 

Leslie arrived at the gates of 

Auschwitz on May 29, 1944 – 

the day of his 15th birthday. 

They had left the ghetto 11 days 

earlier. 

He said: “We stopped for quite a 

few days. We were hungry, we 

needed to get out and go to the 

toilet, but so many trains 

arrived at the same time. It was 

the biggest train station in the 

world and it still was not big 

enough. There were a million 

people in Auschwitz in 1944.” 

Into the Gas Chambers 
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When the Nazis finally opened 

the doors, the prisoners were 

rushed into the concentration 

camp. 

Leslie said: “We saw a cloud of 

people, a dark cloud covering 

the whole place. We started 

marching and they said ‘You’re 

going to have a shower.’ And 

everyone was glad to go, they 

believed them. 

“The stink and the smell, we 

were filthy. It was a blessing to 

go and have a shower. What 

they didn’t know is, there’s no 

water in the building.” 

Dr Josef Mengele is now known 

as the Angel of Death, but 

amazingly it was he who saved 

Leslie’s life. 

 

Leslie says he wants to preach 

love, not hate, when talking 

about his experiences 

Sadly, the same could not be 

said for his family who all, with 

the exception of his eldest sister 

Greeta, were killed that day. His 

youngest brothers were just two 

and four. 

He said: “I was marching with 

my family and as I got to Dr 

Mengele, maybe 15 yards 

before, this Polish Jew picked 

me out and asked me how old I 

was. 

“He said ‘You’re 17 now.’ He 

saved my life because I was big, 

a very healthy person and I was 

5 ft 10 then already. So Dr 
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Mengele said, ‘He’s a good 

worker, he’s going to work,’ and 

he passed me. 

“I never saw (my family) after 

that. I found myself alone in the 

world. I never said goodbye (to 

my mother). But I saw her a 

couple of times in my dreams 

and I said goodbye then.” 

Even when he discovered the 

horrific truth about the gas 

chambers, Leslie clung to the 

hope of seeing Greeta – who 

was two years older than him – 

again. 

Before being sent to work, 

Leslie was branded with the 

number ‘8203’ - which ironically 

means 'love' or 'God' in Hebrew. 

He said: “The Nazis didn’t know 

they gave me love. But God 

knew, God wanted me to have 

this number.” 

The Baby Torn to Death 

It was while he was working 

that Leslie saw some of the 

most unspeakable things. He 

said: “I saw a truck turn up 

which was full of 600 little tiny 

children, babies. They were 

crying and I knew they were 

going straight to the gas 

chambers and their death. 

“One of the children fell out – 

and I was about 25 or 30 

meters from there. The guard 

stopped the car, picked up the 

child, tore off its two legs, it was 

bloody. 

“I was working on the railway 

lines. It was -25 degrees in a 

pair of pyjamas, no gloves and 

my hands were stuck to the 

metal.” 

Shot at Work 

This is far from the only story 

which sticks out in his mind. 

Leslie said: “One day there was 

a man from Holland next to me, 

we were working together. He 

stood up to straighten his back, 

that’s all he did, and the guard 

shot him. The guard was 

Hungarian so I said, ‘Why did 

you shoot him?’ 

“He said, ‘He’s here to work, not 

to straighten his back.’ I 

thought ‘I can’t say any more, 

I’m just going to keep quiet 

unless he shoots me’. 

“Three weeks later I was very 

sick, I thought I was dying 
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already, so I went to the toilet 

for 20 minutes. When I got back 

the same guy shouted out to 

me, ‘You were there 20 minutes 

in the toilet. You’re not 

supposed to be there that long, 

come over here.’ 

“He told me to drop my pants 

and gave me 30 lashes. Instead 

of being annoyed with him, I 

thanked God he only gave me 

lashes. He could have killed me. 

I wasn’t annoyed with him, even 

after all the terrible things he 

had done. You just have to let it 

go.” 

Young Jews show off their tattooed ID numbers. 

Leslie's was 8203, which he believes means 'love' 

 

The Death March 

After nearly eight months in 

Auschwitz, on January 18 1945, 

Leslie was sent on a death 

march to Germany – trekking 

500 miles through the forest. 

He said: “They didn’t give us 

any food, nothing at all. We 

were starving and many people 

- Auschwitz prisoners - were 

eating dead bodies. I couldn’t 

do that. I was eating the grass 

and drinking the snow. That 

kept me going, praise God I 

never had any problems. Other 

people tried it and they died of 

diarrhea. 

“It was -20, 25 (degrees), with 

no gloves and no warm clothes - 

I was wearing only a pair of 

pyjamas and a blanket in my 

hand and a pair of clogs. Every 

few minutes somebody got shot, 

if you couldn’t walk you got 

shot. For 5,000 people, if you’re 

lucky, there were 200 left.” 

Welling up, he added: “God was 

looking after me. I would never 

give up because I thought I’m 

the only one left in my family, 

and there’s no way I’m going to 

see my family die in vain. I 

thought they’re not going to kill 
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me, we’ve got a long way to go 

yet.” 

Leslie was finally liberated by 

American soldiers in April, when 

they stopped overnight in a 

village farm, and the Nazis 

disappeared without warning. 

Leslie recalled: “I looked around 

me and everyone had gone. I 

didn’t know what to do, I was 

only 15 then. So I decided to 

jump into a foxhole and wait 

there and see what happened. 

As I was waiting a guy comes 

over with a Tommy gun. He 

asked me if I was Jewish and 

said, ‘Shalom, I’m also a Jew.’ 

“We both started to cry, I 

weighed less than 20kg at the 

time. He took me to an army 

hospital and then he sent me to 

a convent.” 

 

One Final Tragedy 

After regaining his strength, 

Leslie travelled to Prague, 

where he met up with his dad’s 

cousin and asked for news of 

Greeta. 

Tragically, he discovered that 

she died of typhoid on a death 

march to Bergen-Belsen, two 

days after the liberation. 

He added: “I started to cry for 

her. I couldn’t believe it, she 

was only 17. 

“I was liberated on April 23, in 

the convent they call it ‘Leslie’s 

second birthday.’ They say, 

‘When you were brought here 

you were half dead, you were so 

ill. So we brought you back to 

life.’” 

This article originally appeared 

in The Sun. Leslie’s interview 

was arranged by J-Roots, a 

charity who takes today’s Jews 

on trips to places of historical 

significance – like Auschwitz. 

(www.aish.com)  
 

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Smoothing - ממרח 

 

One of the Avos Melachos 

mentioned in the Mishnah is 

 scraping. This refers to ,ממחק

scarping an animal hide to 

smooth its surface so that it can 

be used as parchment. 

 

A toladah (corollary) of this 

melacha is ממרח: smoothing, 

which refers to smoothing 

http://www.jroots.org/aboutus.aspx
http://www.aish.com/
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moldable substances such as 

 tar, and :זפת ,wax (bee’s) ”שעוה

 animal fats. Rubbing or :חלב

spreading such substances to 

give them a smooth surface is 

forbidden mideoraisa (by Torah 

prohibition), as is smoothing 

other substances of the same 

consistency. In addition, the 

sages prohibited smoothing 

even substances whose 

consistency is less thick and 

firm, if their degree of firmness 

somewhat resembles that of 

wax. The primary example of 

this, given by the Gemara, is 

extremely thick oil. It is 

forbidden miderabbanan (by 

Rabbinic ordinance) to rub or, 

spread any such dense 

substance, for in doing so one 

smooths out its surface. 

 

Fluids which have no density, 

such as ordinary oil, are not 

subject to this prohibition; it is 

permissible to rub or spread 

such substances on another 

surface.  

 

\
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