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Dear Editor,
Many rabbonim  have analyzed the 

spiritual significace of Monday’s  eclipse 
— especially since it occurred just a few 
days after another phenomenon, an 
earthquake, hit New Jersey and shook 
the tri-state for a few seconds.

There was, though, a key difference 
between the two events.

The earthquake, which registered 
4.8 on the Richter scale, was fully un-
expected, and for many people evoked 
fear and confusion.

On the other hand, the eclipse, which 
was predicted years before, brought out 
diametrically opposed emotions.

Amid the continuing war against 
Hamas, the Russian invasion of the 
Ukraine, and the persistent divisiveness 
in this nation, millions of people gath-
ered along the “path of totality” cross-
ing several states, including upstate 
New York, to watch the eclipse with 
closeness to the natural work of Hash-
em — and to each other as fellow human 
beings sharing a sense of awe and fas-
cination

Even in the five  boroughs, where 
the moon’s shadow blocked out the 
sun 11 percent short of totality, tens of 
thousands of people came together in 
parks, museums, and science centers to 
watch together as the sun slowly “dis-
appeared.”

There were no protests, political 
confrontations, or name-calling.

As I viewed the event on the side-
walk in my Flatbush neighborhood, per-
fect strangers commented how “amaz-
ing” and “fascinating” the sight was. 
Several of them, who hadn’t gotten the 
special glasses, asked me if I could let 
them use mine for a few seconds to view 
the once-in-a-generation phenomenon. 
I was glad to do it— especially since 
it could only enhance appreciation of 
Hashem’s handiwork. 

The eclipse, from beginning to end, 
lasted less than 40 minutes.

Hopefully the feelings stirred by it, 
will last much longer.
David J. Glenn

Dear Editor,
Our first Av intersected with the co-

lossal mitzvah of milah. Avraham was 
trembling until he realized that upon 
doing milah (Nedarim 32a) he would 
be considered complete. 

 How is it that milah brings com-
pleteness?

 Turnus Rufus asked (Tanchuma, 
Tazria 5) Rabbi Akiva why Jews ar-
en’t born circumcised. Rabbi Akiva an-
swered that the mitzvos are given to re-
fine and purify a person and therefore it 
is up to man to complete himself.  

Continued on page 14
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 And this rectification is possible if 

we examine another verse where the 
notion of orlah is mentioned. The Is-
raelites are commanded (Deuterono-
my 10:16), “Circumcise therefore the 
foreskin of your heart, and be no lon-
ger stubborn.” The Ramban explains 
that this circumcision refers to the un-
covering of the heart – to see and accept 
the truth. The mitzvos can only fully 
refine us if we’re willing to listen and 
absorb the realities from the Torah and 
our sages on how to correctly incorpo-
rate them into our beings.

Rabbi Aharon Lopinasky uses the 
menorah to exhibit how we must be 
complete people, the reason why milah 
was given. The menorah was carved out 
of one complete piece and then chiseled 
into its shape. So too, we must be one 
complete piece, carving ourselves into 
full rectification. Only then can we be a 
vessel to bring forth G-d’s light into the 
world.

One bad middah terminates com-
pleteness, whether it be a grab for pow-
er, egoistic movements or weak belief. 

Like milah that’s on the eight day, 
the eighth sefira is hod, glory. In our 
travels toward completeness and in 
ultimately capturing it, we bring G-d’s 

glory to the world. 
This in turn exhibits G-d’s complete-

ness and brings peace amongst the na-
tions, as shalom, peace, comes through 
being shalem, complete. 
Steven Genack

Dear Editor,
The Biden Administration continues 

its interference in Israeli politics and is 
attempting to bring down the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Netanyahu in the 
middle of the Gaza war.  As the Israeli 
Defense Forces (IDF) are poised to begin 
Rafah operations which includes relocat-
ing 1.5 million Palestinians, the Biden 
Administration is focusing on splitting 
the country with riots. They are headed 
by Ami Dror, who is the leading “rioter” 
and is in touch with the White House ac-
cording to his WhatsApp group chat.  

There are four components to the U.S. 
program to destroy the government of Is-
rael: 1) the use of the UN Security Coun-
cil; 2) actions in Gaza; 3) pressure on 
government ministers; and 4) mass pro-
tests in Israel.  Actions have already been 
happening.  The U.S. enabled the Securi-
ty Council to vote for an immediate cease 
fire by abstaining from the vote and not 
vetoing it.  Over the weekend there were 

mass protests in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem 
from those in support of bringing the hos-
tages home at any cost.  Also, the IDF an-
nounced it was withdrawing all but one of 
its brigades from southern Gaza.  There is 
a sensitivity surrounding Rafah because 
it is Hamas’ last stand and the remaining 
hostages, if alive, are probably there.  

If Prime Minister Netanyahu is not al-
lowed by the U.S. and world community 
to finish the job, then Israel may not only 
lose the war but may cease to exist.
Jan Henock
Woodmere, NY

Dear Editor,
I cannot agree more with educator 

Etti Siegel, who writes about Pesach prep 
and how it affects the people in our home. 

Every year, I make a very detailed list 
of things that have to be done in our house 
for Pesach. It’s very detailed – I write out 
each drawer and closet in every room. But 
then I show it to my kids and they each 
get to decide what works for them to do 
in each room. This way, they know they 
are being part of something bigger and 
know that they are setting themselves up 
for success by choosing tasks that they 
feel will work for me. Of course, there are 
times when some kids will choose only 

“easy” jobs. I may ask them to take on 
something else to help bring in Pesach.

Of course, hard work is rewarded, and 
we all go out to eat together as a family 
when the kitchen is turned over and the 
cooking is about to begin!
Gila Jankowitz

Dear Editor,
Now that all the yeshiva boys and 

seminary girls are back from Israel, it is 
good for the community to be reminded 
about driving and parking etiquette. 

There are going to be a lot more cars 
on the streets over the next week or so. 
Drivers, be careful and be alert. Also, be 
considerate! Don’t double park or even 
sit in your car double parked. It creates 
a traffic jam behind you. When coming 
back to your car, don’t idle in the car for 
a long time; let others take your spot – a 
mitzvah! Keep your phones hands-free 
when you drive. 

Pedestrians, be careful crossing 
streets. Cross at the crosswalk. Watch 
young children. Don’t text on your phones 
as you’re walking. Be alert. 

We’re all busy this season but we can 
make it a safe one as we enter yom tov!
Chana R. 

Continued from page 12
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