
T
h

e 
Je

w
is

h
 H

o
m

e 
| F

E
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 1

, 2
0

24

10
Dear Editor,

So I’m davening Shacharis in my 
shteeble last week when it happened 
again. 

I was really getting into my Shemo-
nah Esrei with some extra special kava-
nah due to the current tragic situation in 
Eretz Yisroel when inevitably someone’s 
cellphone starts ringing! 

Now, it wouldn’t have been so bad if it 
was just the old fashioned, classic ringing 
– I might have been able to ignore that – 
but no, this guy had “Oh, When the Saints 
Come Marching In” as his ringtone!

Now, had he immediately turned it 
off, I might have been able to resume my 
concentration and continue davening but 
no, this genius doesn’t know how to shut 
it off! Everyone in shul starts NUUUing 
and NEEEing, but to no avail! 

Louis Armstrong is already into the 
second verse and everybody is looking up 
and staring daggers at him when he final-
ly gives up trying to figure out how to shut 
it off and decides to answer the phone.

“Hello, who is this?” he yells loudly 
into the phone. “Who? Fanny?

“Whaddaya want? Speak louder, 
WHAT? I can’t hear you. I left my hear-
ing aid home! What? WHAT? One doz-
en or two? WHAT? Cholov Yisroel? Blue 
or red? WHAT’S THAT? Honey nut or 
plain? I can’t talk now. I’m in shul daven-
ing! GOODBYE!”

Thus 100+ men had their concentra-
tion shattered and their Shemonah Esrei 
ruined, but at least we all knew what he 
would be having for breakfast!

But that was only the forshpice (appetizer)!
A few days later, after the gabbai 

warned everybody to silence their phones, 
some Yookle’s phone went off, this time 
playing “Who Let The Dogs Out?” 

Wouldn’t it be ironic but appropriate 
if somebody’s ringtone would play “The 
Sound Of Silence!”
Country Yossi Toiv

Dear Editor, 
I extend my heartfelt gratitude to you. 

Several months ago, we conducted an 
interview to showcase The Just One Life 
project. Malkie Schulman, an exceptional 
writer and interviewer, devoted extensive 
hours to our discussions. A few weeks 
ago, the culmination of our collaboration 
materialized in a story featured in your 
publication, shedding light on Just One 
Life and offering a glimpse into its signif-
icance. 

In The Jewish Home newspaper, this 
narrative illuminated Just One Life’s mis-
sion —to support and empower women 
and families during pregnancy in crisis. 

Over the years, our collective efforts have 
led to the saving of over 20,200 babies in 
various circumstances, including twins, 
triplets, and quadruplets. The ongoing 
war has brought an additional challenge, 
with 300-400 new cases emerging. 

The impact of this interview is tangi-
ble. A couple, only married a few months 
earlier, came across this newspaper, read 
the interview, and were deeply moved. 
Their emotional response translated into 
a generous donation of $50,000. This 
interview, facilitated by your paper, has 
directly contributed to the birth of 30-35 
children, forming the foundation of two 
new kindergartens. 

The sacred nature of Just One Life’s 
mission is widely recognized. Many years 
ago, during my time with Rav Matisyahu 
Salomon, zt”l, he requested a bracha (a 
blessing) from me. He held my arm tight-
ly until I fulfilled his request. As I offered 
a blessing to him, I now extend a similar 

blessing to all those dedicated to 
this noble cause. May the upcoming 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur be mo-
ments of prayer for you, and as your te-
fillos (prayers) immerse in sacred texts 
that speak of the multitude of births, take 
pride in the tangible impact your actions 
and this newspaper have had. Through 
your collective efforts, new lives have 
come into existence in the Holy Land of 
Israel. 

In these challenging times of war, 
our collective wish is for shalom, peace. 
Again, I thank you and the 20,200 babies 
whose lives have been positively affected 
by our shared dedication to this meaning-
ful cause. 
Thank you all for your unwavering 
support. 
Sincerely, 
Rabbi Martin Katz, EVP
Just One Life 

Dear Editor,
A Holocaust survivor recently con-

veyed that the emotional turmoil she ex-
perienced by the October 7th massacre 
exceeded the anguish she experienced 
during the Holocaust. Dovid HaMelech 
refers to these two haunting events in 
Chapter 35 in Tehillim, the “Shoah” and 
“Chamas.” The chapter begins with Dovid 
pleading to G-d that G-d should fight 
Dovid’s fights. We know well that G-d 
fights our wars when we’re spiritually in 
order. Yehoshua began to lose one of his 
battles because he stopped learning. Mil-
itary victory and service to G-d go hand-
in-hand. 

We pray, too, that G-d should fight our 
fights as we continue to grow spiritually.
Steven Genack 
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