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R’ Mechel Zilber shlit’a (Rosh Yeshivah Yeshivas Zhvill) would say:
    “������� �	
�� ������ ���
�� ������  - What is the meaning of this request? If we earn merits ������� , our merits will
increase; if we do not earn merits, how can eating a pomegranate increase our merits? Although we certainly must
earn our merits, in many ways the number of merits we earn is not in our hands but in the hands of Heaven. For
example, if a person writes a sefer or delivers a Torah lecture, he will earn merits in accordance with the number of
people who read or hear his words. To earn the maximum number of merits, he needs Heavenly help that his words
reach a large audience. For this we ask Hashem that our efforts to earn merits should bear maximum fruit; that we
merit Siyata D’shmaya, Divine assistance, to earn merits so that we will be worthy of inclusion in the book of merits.”
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Chacham Rabbenu Azaryah Figo zt”l  (Bina L’itim, Drush L’Rosh Hashana) would say: 
     “���������
��
����	��������������  - All the mitzvos are given to serve the King of the World and
bring Him satisfaction, 
����� . Here, we are commanded to blow the shofar to bring to mind
Akeidas Yitzchok and be remembered favorably on the Day of Judgment. If blowing the shofar is
for our own benefit, how is this considered a mitzvah in the service of the Almighty? Because by
being remembered through Akeidas Yitzchok, we reach the conclusion that it is worth sacrificing all
pleasures of life, including life itself, in order to perform Hashem’s will and obey His commands.”

A Wise Man would say: “While it’s important to act properly between Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur, it’s also important to continue acting properly between Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashana!”             
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��������#!��  - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (93)
Torah Study in the Month of Tishrei. In the many busy days
that are coming up IY”H during the month of Tishrei, a Jew
must be careful to always set aside a portion of his time, each
day and night - Kvias Itim - to fulfill the obligation of ���������
��
�
������  (1) - which is the obligation to study Torah. Even on
the day of Yom Kippur, when so much of our time is taken up
with our Tefillos, one must still do some Torah learning. (In
truth, one could have in mind while reciting the “Avodah” in
the Mussaf Chazaras Hashatz, to fulfill the mitzvah of Talmud
Torah, since it is all sections of Meseches Yuma.)
Last Day of the Year. The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (2) and others
write that a person should spend the final day of the year (erev
Rosh Hashana) doing as many spiritual things as possible, in
Torah, mitzvos and tefillah. To a certain extent, doing this
before the year is over, has an ability to fix up these Avodos of a
whole year before the judgment of Rosh Hashana. Therefore,
one should use all of his available time to learn Torah.
Rosh Hashana Meals. The Mateh Efraim and Elef  Hamagen
bring down (3) similar customs about learning Mishnayos of
Meseches Rosh Hashana during the Yom Tov meals. According
to one custom (with sources from the Arizal ), one should learn
all four chapters of the masechta  before bentching of the first
night Yom Tov seudah. According to another custom, one
should split up the four chapters during all four Yom Tov meals.
Aseres Yemei Teshuva. Both the Mateh Efraim (4) and
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Mishna Berura (5) write that during the Ten Days of Repentance,
one should learn IGGERES HATESHUVA  of Rabbeinu
Yonah and similar Mussar seforim that talk about Teshuvah.
Thirty Days Before a Yom Tov. The Gemara (6) teaches:
��������
����������
�����������������
�� . A person should study
the halachos of each Yom Tov thirty days before the Yom Tov.
Since these days of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah are also within the
thirty days before Chag HaSukkos, and preparations for the
Arba Minim and Sukkah have usually already begun by most
people, if one can learn the basic halachos regarding these
mitzvos, he will definitely fulfill them in an upgraded manner.
Erev Yom Kippur Meals. On erev Yom Kippur, we eat two
seudos to prepare ourselves for the upcoming fast. These erev
Yom Kippur meals are not simply times to eat; they are
supposed to be elevated experiences that can also somewhat
“fix-up” the shortcomings from a person’s meals of the entire
year, as well as inspire him to recognize how elevated eating
meals can be in the coming year. A person should, therefore,
prepare appropriate words of Torah to be said at the table. This
could and should be done all throughout the year.
Mishnayos on Yom Kippur. The Mateh Efraim  (7) brings
down that one should try to learn the Mishnayos of Meseches
Yuma on Yom Kippur. The Elef Hamagen (8) says that it is
better if done by day to fulfill the concept that one who learns
about a certain Korban is as if he actually brought that Korban,
and the Avodah of Yom Kippur was done during the day.
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     The month of Elul has passed by quickly. The daily
shofar blowing is meant to awaken us from our spiritual
slumber to reinforce our desire to do Teshuva. And Hashem,
too, wants our Teshuva, as we say in the Shemona Esrai of
Neilah on Yom Kippur: ������	
� ��� ����� ����  - “You
(Hashem) extend Your hand to wanton sinners,” and Your
right hand is extended to accept our Teshuva. It is truly a
great insult when someone refuses to take another person’s
hand when it is offered as a gesture of reconciliation. Can
you imagine the affront we will create if we refuse to
accept Hashem’s extended hand in Teshuva?
     A person’s natural inclination is to repent and change his
ways when he falls on tough times. We are all familiar with
people who repent because of difficult circumstances that
befall them. On a logical level we could understand why
tzaros will make a person repent. Being in a hospital room
or sick at home, experiencing financial troubles or family
difficulties, can be easily understood to cause a person to do
Teshuvah. However, the posuk tells us that we must do
Teshuva no matter the circumstances. ��
�� ����� ��� �����
�����

���� �����  - even when the berachos (blessings) and
klalos (curses) will come upon you, ����
�� ������ ���������  -

��������������������	 ����������
������������������ �	
     During the Yamim Noraim, the 44 stanzas of the “Avinu
Malkeinu” prayer are recited with great fervor after
Shemona Esrai of Shacharis and Mincha. Two of the
stanzas seem to be very similar. �����	��������������
��������
�������������������  - “Our Father, our King, please blot out
and remove our sins from before your eyes,” and ���
��������
���������������
�������������������  - “Our Father, our King,
please erase, in your abundant mercy, all records of our
liabilities.”  For the most part, they both say the same
thing; why would we say the same tefillah twice? 
     The Chofetz Chaim zt”l  explains the difference between
the two similar stanzas as follows:  Our appeal to Hashem
that He blot out and remove our sins is a reference to the
personal misdeeds committed by each person. However, the
request that Hashem erase all record of our liabilities refers
to our failure to fulfill the concept of �������  whereby all
Jews are responsible to act as “guarantors” for one
another. We are responsible for another’s actions. We
must ensure that other Jews act accordingly and do not sin.
As the well- known dictum states; ��������������
�����
�� .
Aside from the many halachic implications of this
principle, Arvus is of great ethical significance as well.
       What is “Arvus” ? Arvus means that a Jew cannot be
content with the fact that he himself is an erliche Yid, a fine
Jew, who serves Hashem correctly. Arvus means he must be
very concerned that his fellow Jews do likewise. A true Yid is

��������
��������������������

you will return to the Ribono Shel Olam and listen to His
voice. One can understand the klalos, but how will the
blessings that Hashem bestows bring a person to repentance?
     My good friend, R’ Dov Zev Weinberger zt”l , the
Shemen Hatov, says that every person should view his
good fortune as a reason to repent. He should ask himself:
why are things going so well for me and my family? Is it
because I am such a righteous person or such a big Baal
Tzedakah? Am I truly worthy of all these blessings? He will
soon see his own faults and come to realize that the gifts that
Hashem is showering upon him are not deserved, and this
will make him show his Hakaras HaTov to the Hashem by
doing Teshuva! In this way, it will not be necessary for
Hashem to punish him with Klalos. The berachos will
actually cause him to do Teshuva! Thus, it is up to each
individual to decide if he would rather have the berachos
and do Teshuvah, or wait until chas v’shalom troubles befall
him and he is forced to repent amid his pain and tzaros.
     As the Day of Judgment approaches, let us not waste the
many opportunities we have to do tzedakah and chessed, and
when we present Hashem with our “shopping list” of needs
for the coming year, we can hope that He will grant us what
we truly require, and bentch us with a K’siva V’chasima Tova!

a person who can have great influence on others and help
bring others closer to their Creator. Anyone who neglects this
obligation will someday have to answer for this to the Ribono
Shel Olam. Imagine an erliche Yid comes for judgment before
the Heavenly Court. He feels confident that he will merit an
honored place in Gan Eden, as he conducted himself as a truly
pious Jew. Yet he is shocked when the court accuses him of
violating Shabbos, Kashrus, and many other fundamentals of
Yiddishkeit. He will cry out that it cannot be; he scrupulously
observed the Torah and mitzvos. The Beis Din will answer,
“It’s true that you were careful in your personal observance of
mitzvos, but you failed to share your knowledge with others
thereby enabling them to better themselves spiritually!”
     Rosh Hashana is the time for Cheshbon Hanefesh to
consider our unfulfilled obligations toward our fellow Jews.
The concept of Arvus is not limited to Kiruv Rechokim -
helping Jews who have strayed from the Torah path. It exists
first and foremost in our homes, yeshivos and shuls; for
example, not talking during davening, which distracts the
concentration of others. If we work on this element of Avodas
Hashem, it will cause others to do so as well. This is Arvus.
     When we ask Hashem to please erase all records of our
liabilities, we refer to our responsibilities to others - Arvus -
which we may not have fulfilled. If we start now to atone
for this sin, it will certainly be a great zechus for us, and
will bring others to a better sense of mitzvah observance.
Together, we will Im Yirtzeh Hashem be zoche b’din.
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   While visiting Jerusalem, Rabbi Yakov Vann (Rabbi
of the Calabasas Shul in California) was on his way to
daven Mincha when somebody called out from a doorway
asking him to complete a minyan in a house of mourning.
He gladly agreed to pray with the mourners, but upon
entering the apartment, he was surprised to observe that
although it was full of seforim, the mourners themselves
did not appear to be religiously observant.
    After the prayer service had concluded, Rabbi Vann
took out a Mishna Berura to examine it, and he was even
more taken aback to see that its margins were full of astute
insights and comments. He inquired about the owner of the
mabbi Van
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of the seforim, and one of the mourners replied that they all
belonged to the deceased, his father. Rabbi Vann probed
further, asking whether any of the other family members
used the books. Sadly, the son responded, although his
father had been a very pious and learned Torah scholar,
none of his children had followed in his ways. He
explained that when his father came home each night, he
would lock himself in his study and spend hours poring
over his beloved tomes. However, because his Torah study
only occurred behind closed doors and not in the presence
of his family, his children never observed him learning and
therefore did not absorb his passion for Torah and mitzvos.
     As Rabbi Vann wistfully left the mourners, he realized
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once came crying to the Rebbe. He was very poor and desperately needed a new hat, but he didn’t have the money to buy
a new one. The Kapischnitzer Rebbe owned two hats, one which he wore every day, and a second, newer one, which he
kept in his closet for special occasions. However, upon hearing the Yid’s request, the Rebbe took out his new hat from the
box and and presented it to the man. The Yid thanked the Rebbe gratefully and left the house a happy man.
     This was the Kapischnitzer Rebbe’s way, but his Rebbetzin had some questions for her saintly husband. “Please explain
to me,” she said, “what is wrong with your regular hat that you wear every day? It is in perfect condition and would have
suited this man just fine. Why did you deem it necessary to give him your brand new hat right out of the box?”
     R’ Avraham Yehoshua smiled at her and replied, “Specifically for this reason, I gave him that hat! Because I really
want this hat for myself ....”
     The Rebbetzin looked at him without comprehension. “Listen,” the Rebbe told her gently, “On Rosh Hashana, during
the special tefillos that we daven, we continuously mention the great appellations of the Ribono shel Olam. One of them
is, ����
�����
��������������
�  - ‘Whose clothing is charity .... to the One Who lives forever.’ Now, as we know, it is our job
to emulate the Ribono shel Olam. Thus, we may explain these words a bit differently. A person who does mitzvos in this
world, will merit the Next World. However, the ‘clothing’ he will wear in the Next World, is all a result of the Tzedaka -
the charity - he gives to the poor in this world. This is the meaning of ����
�����
��������������
�  - The ‘Levush’ clothing
one wears ‘forever’ in the Next World, is his ‘charity’  that he gave down here.”
     With a beatific smile, the Rebbe concluded, “This is why I gave this Yid my new hat. The mitzvos that a person does in
this world attire him as his clothing in the Next World. If I give him my old hat now, then in the Next World I will also be
dressed in an old hat. I would rather keep the old hat for myself in this world, and in the Next World I will have a new one!”   

that this encounter gave him a newfound appreciation of a
novel Torah thought that he had recently heard. 
    In Parshas Nitzavim, Moshe tells the Jewish people,
��
�����������
����
��
���������
����
����
��� . Literally, this
means that hidden things belong to Hashem, while those
that are revealed are forever for us and our children.
However, the Belzer Rebbe, R’ Aharon Rokeach zt”l ,
suggested that the posuk can be interpreted as follows:
“Hanistaros L’Hashem Elokeinu” - if we hide our mitzvos
by doing them privately, then only Hashem will know
about our righteous ways. On the other hand, “V’haniglos
Lanu U’levaneinu” - if we take a different approach and
reveal our good deeds to our children, then our religious
priorities and values will remain “Ad Olam”  - for all
eternity, as they will be carried on by our children and
descendants for all generations. 
    Rabbi Vann understood this lesson all too well after his
painful visit to the house of mourners. (Parsha Potpourri) 

����������������������������������
����������������������
    The Zohar Hakadosh describes in fine detail what
happens in the Heavenly realm when we blow the shofar:
On the Yom Hadin, the King is sitting on His Throne of
Judgment. The Satan comes and demands judgment. Even
though Hashem loves judgment, as it says, “For I,
Hashem, love justice,” His love of His children
overpowers His love of judgment. When the accuser arises
to press claims against them, Hashem commands the
Jewish people to blow the shofar so they will arouse
Divine mercy, from below, through the shofar. The sound
ascends from the shofar in fire, air and water, and from
them is formed one sound, and another sound is aroused
above. When these sounds are aroused above and below,
all the claims put forward by the Satan get mixed up. 
    This may be compared to a family with a misbehaving
child. One day he comes home from cheder after he hit
several boys, broke a window, disturbed the class for the
whole lesson, etc. When he gets home there is a
“reception” waiting for him. Father says that he needs a
spanking, Mother adds that he needs a punishment that
will stop this behavior once and for all, and even his older
brother complains bitterly about him. The unhappy child
thinks to himself: Now how am I going to get out of this
mess? He runs away to his room, and without realizing
what he is doing he slams the door on his own finger. His
finger is caught in the door and screams of pain come out
of his mouth. His parents hear the screaming and hurry to
his room. When they see what happened, they also emit
from their mouths screams of pain. Their child is hurt!
What happens now? The whole judgment that they were
going to put him through gets put aside. They immediately
hurry to the doctor because they are so worried about the

welfare of their child. The child’s finger is bandaged, and
on the way home they stop and buy him a bike. Why?
What is going on here? The answer is simple: the judgment
got all mixed up and was set aside. 
     This is literally how it is with us on Rosh Hashana, says
R’ Shimshon Pinkus zt”l . In the middle of the tense
judgment, we suddenly let out a scream. This is the sound
of the shofar. The shofar expresses the inner scream of the
Jew. It is “Kol Kol Yaakov” - the voice of Yaakov. In the
above allegory, as soon as the child screamed, his mother
screamed too. So it is on Rosh Hashana. As soon as the
Jewish people below let out a scream, Hashem screams
too, so to speak, and the whole judgment falls apart.
    Generally speaking, this is the principle behind the shofar.
This system is the most fundamental aspect of the day of
Rosh Hashana. We need to think about it. We can’t just
walk into this holy day without having prepared ourselves.
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    The commandment to Avraham Avinu to sacrifice his
son, Yitzchok, presented him with perhaps the greatest test
of all time. Indeed, the merit of Avraham’s eagerness to do
the will of Hashem without question continues to stand by
his children, Am Yisroel, until today. On Rosh Hashana,
we implore the Holy One blessed be He to remember us for
a good year in the merit of Akeidas Yitzchok. Many have
questioned the greatness of this test. People constantly risk
and even give up their lives and those of their family
members, for the most senseless and meaningless matters.
Avraham Avinu, who was instructed to do so by Hashem
Himself, obviously reflecting a bold purpose, should have
likewise been able to do so relatively easily. 
    R’ Elya Meir Bloch zt”l  explained as follows: It is true
that many people have given up their lives, but this is merely
on account of their lack of recognition of the value of life.
These individuals lead a meaningless life and reject all
restrictions; death likewise does not phase them. Avraham,
however, lived a life of purpose and recognized the potential
of a “Ben Adam” and his ability to gain closeness to
Hashem, agreed to sacrifice his son amidst intense
calculation. Avraham’s submission was such that he would
happily give up all that he treasured, if Hashem willed it so. 
    Am Yisroel, particularly our brothers in Eretz Yisroel, find
themselves in a difficult situation. We are threatened by
people who do not value life and are even encouraged to
give up their lives, in order to harm us. We must turn to
Hashem in tefillah and simultaneously renew our
commitment to live a life of purpose. We must treasure each
and every day and the limitless opportunities we have been
granted to elevate ourselves as true servants of Hashem. In
this merit, may Hashem safeguard us and redeem the Jewish
people from all our suffering with the coming of Mashiach.
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   “A tem Nitzavim Hayom Kulchem ...” We are all
standing today before Hashem our G-d. That’s right! Rosh
Hashana is here. Lights! Camera! Action! After a full
month of preparation and rehearsal for the Big Show - the
day has finally arrived! We are now ready to stand up
before Hashem and give the performance of our lifetime!
Literally ... we must show Him who we are, if we want to
live! The audition is over and now comes the big
performance known as, “My Life”! This is our chance to
show the Heavenly Tribunal what we’re all about! It will
then be decided what part we will be given in “THE
PLAY” or if we will not be part of the cast at all, G-d
forbid. This is when the spotlight will be on us and it is our
time to shine! This is why Rosh Hashana is called ������  -
my light. Hashem is placing His spotlight on me and my
whole life flashes before Him on Rosh Hashana. 
     So, as I stand up on the biggest stage of my life, the
question begs itself: What am I all about? Well, explains
Rabbi Ezriel Tauber shlit’a, there are two approaches to
Rosh Hashana. There is the slave mentality and there is
the son approach. Am I focused on ME or am I focused on
Hashem? That will be the most significant question to
determine what I am all about and what role I will be
chosen to play in the performance of my life. If I come to
Rosh Hashana with an EVED mentality, I am basically
focused on myself! I am worried about what will happen
to me this year. Will I have my basic needs fulfilled? Will
I be treated well by my Master? Will I be upgraded or get
a lower-level position? I pray that I should be granted a
year filled with blessing and good health, parnassah,
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nachas and success in everything I do. It’s all about ME and
what I need. This is the way an EVED, a slave, thinks. 
    The second approach is that of a beloved son. I am
anxiously and excitedly anticipating that my Father is being
coronated as King over the entire world! I am so proud to be
part of the royal family and my heart is overflowing with
love, loyalty and dedication to my beloved Father who will
become glorified throughout the world on this day. I know
that whatever role my Father gives me will be perfect for me
because my Father loves me and would only do what is right
for me. My only concern is that I hope I will sanctify His
Name in whatever position He sees fit for me. My focus is
on Him, my heart is filled with love and yearning that He
will truly be admired and appreciated properly by the entire
world! That is the BEN, the son, approach. 
     Now, think about it. If you were the king, who would
you choose as your most important minister? Who would
you want at your side - if not the one who is only focused
on YOU? Who would you shower with power, abilities
and blessings - if not the one who is going to use it
properly to spread your glory in the world!? 
    My friends, if we want a good judgment on this special
day of Rosh Hashana, then let us choose to be Hashem’s
beloved child who is focused on Him and not on us! When
we get up on stage and perform for the Judge, Jury and
Tribunal, let it be ACT 1 of “A Son’s Life” when we
demonstrate our love and admiration for our Father in
Heaven. Like a BEN - not like an EVED! 
     May we truly make Hashem the King of Kings on this
Rosh Hashana and thus be blessed with all of the treasures
He reserves for those who are truly closest to Him. 
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victims and their families, body fragments could not be identified. 
     The remains of Edmund Glazer were eventually identified, and shipped to his family home in Toronto, where a
funeral service was conducted on August 22, 2002. As members of the local Chabad Lubavitch Markham Synagogue,
Norman and Lily Jeanne Glazer were gratified by the large turnout. The rabbi spoke earnestly about Edmund and the
tragic loss of life, and then a number of family members tearfully offered a few heartfelt words about their loss. In an
unprecedented display of compassion and commiseration, American Airlines contacted the official chazzan of the
synagogue, Cantor Bentzy Freundlich, and arranged transportation for him to the cemetery, as well as a $1000
remuneration for attending the funeral and conducting the service. Although a number of other cantors and singers
jumped at the offer, the airline only agreed to pay for the official cantor. They felt that since the deceased had died while
on their airline, they felt it was only humane to assist the family with the funeral services.
     Cantor Freundlich arrived and sang the traditional “Kel Moleh Rachamim” at the gravesite. He was struck by the
heightened level of emotion that was prevalent. People were crying bitter tears, and as the remains were lowered into the
ground, Lily Jeanne almost fell in with her dead son. He had attended funerals in the past but this one was different.
Sure, a man died, but the funeral was taking place almost a full year later and it was inconceivable for Bentzy that such
raw emotion could still be felt after all this time.
     After the service, Cantor Freundlich walked over to Mrs. Glazer and offered his condolences. She thanked him with
tearful eyes. Bentzy could not resist the temptation and asked her why she seemed so overwrought. Was there something
more to it that he was missing? 
     Lily Jeanne composed herself and spoke in a low voice. “Shaifele,” she said softly, looking at Bentzy, “my son
Edmund wasn’t supposed to die.” 
     Yes, he understood that, thought Bentzy. Why should he have died? “No, you don’t understand,” she said. “If the
good Lord wanted my son to die on September 11 in the Twin Towers, this is the wrong son!” 
     Bentzy did not comprehend. She wiped away a tear and continued. “You see, my older son Allan worked in the North
Tower of the World Trade Center. When I didn’t hear from him after the attacks, I assumed the worst. I tore kriah and
even sat shivah for close to 24 hours. I truly believed my son Allan was dead. Then, suddenly I got a call from Allan - he
was in Hong Kong! He was away on business and it took some time for him to contact me.” Mrs. Glazer shuddered
when she thought about it. “That’s when I realized that Allan wasn’t dead. Relieved, I got up from shivah and a few
minutes later, I get another phone call. This time, I was informed that my younger son Edmund, who worked in Boston,
was on the plane that crashed into the tower and he was killed! Now, I had to sit shivah for real!”
     In the stillness of the cemetery, Lily Jeanne shook with emotion. “Do we know who is meant to live and who is meant
to die? You asked me why I’m emotional. I am emotional because I actually sat shivah twice - once for Edmund, and a
second time when I thought my older son, Allan, was killed.” (Heard from Cantor Bentzy Freundlich)
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   On the first day of Rosh Hashana 5696 (1936), R’ Yitzchok Meir Heschel zt”l , the previous Kapischnitzer Rebbe,
passed away and was succeeded by his son, R’ Avraham Yehoshua Heschel zt”l . For the next thirty-one years, R’
Avraham Yehoshua served his flock faithfully and devotedly as the Kapischnitzer Rebbe, both in Europe and after the
Holocaust, in the United States. 
    His home quickly became a center of tzedaka (charity) and chessed (kindness). R’ Avraham Yehoshua’s kindness
knew no bounds. He was particular not to go to sleep at night until he had distributed every penny in his possession to
tzedaka. Astronomical sums of money went through his hands, and when his funds were exhausted and people were still
coming, he would borrow from anyone who was willing to lend him.
     In a derasha (speech) he once gave about Akeidas Yitzchok, the Rebbe said, “The test of the Akeidah wasn’t just to
see if Avraham Avinu would listen to Hashem, for who wouldn’t do so after Hashem had explicitly asked him? Indeed, if
Hashem would have asked Avraham to give away his own life it would not have been a chiddush. Here, however,
Avraham was commanded to offer up someone else. To have to watch how the second person is suffering, that takes true
mesirus nefesh (self-sacrifice).” The Rebbe ended his words, adding, “When I was in Vienna under German control, I
accepted all my suffering with love, but when I heard about the suffering of others, it was just too much for me to bear.”
    The Rebbe’s house was open to anybody who wished to enter. Every person was made to feel at home, regardless of
his social status or background. The homeless, those who were not totally sound of mind, those who had no one else to
turn to - all found their place around his table. No one was ever mocked. No one was ever refused.
    The Rebbe satisfied each one of his visitors’ demands and desires, no questions asked. A Yid from a prominent family
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      As in many chassidic courts all over the world, Belzer Chassidim would stream to the southern Galician city of
Belz by the thousands, to be in the presence of their holy Rebbe, R’ Shalom Rokeach zt”l  (Sar Shalom) for the
uplifting High Holy Day prayers. For weeks in advance of the Yamim Noraim, a buzz would fill the air as wealthy,
scholarly, famous, pious and even simple chassidim would arrive by the wagonloads and take their usual places in the
great Belzer Synagogue, a building unparalleled in its size and grandeur anywhere in the Jewish world. 
      Unquestionably, one of the highlights of the Belzer avodah on Rosh Hashana was when the Tzaddik himself would
lift his personal Shofar to his lips and blow the Tekios, Shevarim and Teruos - the required mitzvah of the day. A hush
would descend on the massive crowd and the Rebbe would pause until he felt it was just the right moment before
emitting a sound that rent the heavens in its purity, clarity and powerful submissiveness to the One Above. Nary a dry
eye could be seen amongst the holiday worshippers as the Belzer Rebbe blew the shofar blasts, ushering in the gravity
and solemnity of the judgment of the day.
     One year, as the Rebbe took his place at the bima in the middle of the Beis Medrash to begin blowing, he casually
wiped his lips with his fingers to remove any moisture. Suddenly, he recoiled in shock and fear when he saw a strand of
hair, presumably from his beard, on his hand. He groaned in pain - the pain of committing the sin of ripping out a hair on
the holy day of Rosh Hashana! R’ Shalom became inconsolable. Immediately, he put his shofar back in its sheath and sat
down in his place just to catch his breath and regain his composure. His face had turned pale and he was trembling all over.
     Reb Yitzchok Aizik, the elderly “Makri” (individual who prompts the blower which blast to sound) of Belz, hurried
to the Rebbe’s side to inquire as to what happened. He thought he had done something wrong and the Rebbe was
displeased with him. But the Sar Shalom simply looked up at him with tears in his eyes and pointed to the strand of hair
that was still attached to his finger. Reb Yitzchok Aizik nodded and understood what the Rebbe was feeling.
     But the avodah must go on and Reb Yitzchok Aizik turned to his Rebbe and said, “Allow me to tell over a story. The
famed R’ Nosson Adler zt”l  once traveled to Nikolsburg to visit the Tzaddik, R’ Shmelke Horowitz zt”l . When he
walked into the Rebbe, R’ Shmelke’s home, he found him pacing back and forth, a look of sheer anguish and regret
etched on his face. R’ Nosson asked him what was the matter and the Rebbe, R’ Shmelke explained that he had just
made a terrible mistake. He was in the process of writing a Sefer Torah (he was a scribe) and by mistake, he had the
wrong kavana (thought) as he wrote one of the Holy Names of Hashem. 
     “What a mistake I made,” said R’ Shmelke, wringing his hands, “it’s terrible. How could I have made such a mistake?”
     R’ Nosson Adler stopped him in mid-pace and said, “What’s the big deal? What are you so worried about? If this
‘sin’ is what the Satan will chap (grab) you on, let him take this ‘sin’ and choke on it!”
     Reb Yitzchok Aizik now looked into the Rebbe’s tear-filled eyes and smiled. “I don’t know what the Admor is so
worried about. If this tiny hair is all the Satan chaps him on during this awesome Day of Judgment, then let the Satan
take this hair and choke on it!”
     A moment passed and the Sar Shalom looked back at his chasid. “Hechiyasani .... you have revived my spirit,” he
said softly, with the slightest hint of a smile.
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   Life is so precious. Life is so fragile. One day a person is full of life. The next day, his life is taken from him. On a
daily basis, our lives hang in the balance; never so much as on this awesome Day of Judgment, the day we stand before
the Almighty King of the World and ask, “Who will live and who will die? Who will survive and who will meet an
untimely end?” Do we know who will live? No, of course not! We think that life is meant to go on; we assume this is the
way of the world. And yet, we are shocked and broken when it is not so.    
     When American Airlines Flight 11 backed away from Gate 26 of Terminal B at Boston’s Logan Airport on
September 11, 2001, and began rolling toward the runway for a six-hour flight to Los Angeles, Edmund Glazer, in Seat
4A, settled in for a routine business flight. Edmund Glazer, 41, was vice president of finance and administration and
CFO at MRV Communications, a Chatsworth, Calif.-based telecommunications company. Fifteen minutes into the
flight, five Muslim hijackers forcibly breached the cockpit, and overpowered the captain and first officer. One terrorist
took over the controls and crashed the aircraft into the North Tower of the World Trade Center at 8:46 AM local time,
killing everyone onboard. The impact and subsequent fire caused the North Tower to collapse 102 minutes after the the
crash, resulting in hundreds of additional casualties. During the recovery effort at the World Trade Center site, workers
spent months recovering and identifying dozens of remains from Flight 11 victims, but unfortunately for many of the


