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P #! - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (93) Mishna Berura g)write that during the Ten Days of Repentarfce,
Torah Study in the Month of Tishrei. In the many busy daysone should leariGGERES HATESHUVA of Rabbeinu
that are coming up IY"H during the month Téhrej a Jew Yonah and similaMussarseforimthat talk abouteshuvah
must be careful to always set aside a portionsofithe, each Thity Days Before a Yom Tov. The Gemara) teaches
day and night Kvias Itim- to fulfill the obligation of . A person should stud
- which is the obligation to studyorah Even on thehalachosof eachYom Towhirty days before th#om Tov
the day ofYom Kippurwhen so much of our time is taken uBince these days 8keres Yemei Teshuvalle also within the
with our Tefillos one must still do som€orah learning. (In thirty days beforeChag HaSukkesand preparations for tile
truth, one could have in mind while reciting theodah” in  Arba Minimand Sukkahhave usually already begun by mpst
theMussaf Chazaras Hashata fulfill the mitzvahof Talmud people, if one can learn the bak@lachosregarding thes
Torah since itis all sections bMeseches Yunj)a mitzvoshe will definitely fulfill them in an upgraded maer.
Last Day of the Year.TheKitzur Shulchan Aruclyand others Erev_Yom Kippur Meals. Onerev Yom Kippymwe eat two
write that a person should spend the final daljeof/ear érev seudogo prepare ourselves for the upcoming fast. Taese]
Rosh Hashanadoing as many spiritual things as possible, Yom Kippur meals are not simply times to eat; they fare
Torah mitzvosand tefillah. To a certain extent, doing thisupposed to be elevated experiences that cancaigwhat
before the year is over, has an ability to fixhgseAvodofa “fix-up” the shortcomings from a person’s mealshef entire
whole year before the judgmentRdsh Hashanarherefore, year, as well as inspire him to recognize how tevaating
one should use all of his available time to |§amah meals can be in the coming year. A person shddcefore,
Rosh Hashana MealsTheMateh Efraim andElef Hamagen prepare appropriate wordsTasrahto be said at the table. TH
bring down @ similar customs about learnirigishnayosof could and should be done all throughout the year.
Meseches Rosh Hashathating theYom Towmeals. According Mishnayos on Yom Kippur. The Mateh Efraim @) brings
to one custom (with sources from #zal ), one should learndown that one should try to learn tiishnayosof Meseches
all four chapters of thmasechtabeforebentchingof the first Yumaon Yom Kippur The Elef Hamagen @) says that it is
night Yom Tovseudah According to another custom, onéetter if done by day to fulfill the concept thakeavho learnd
should spilit up the four chapters during all fsam Tovmeals. about a certaiforbanis as if he actually brought thé&brban
Aseres Yemei TeshuvaBoth the Mateh Efraim @ and and theAvodahof Yom Kippumwas done during the day.
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R’ Mechel Zilber shlit'a (Rosh Yeshivah Yeshivas Zhvilljvould say:

“ - What is the meaning of this request? If we easrits , our merits will
increase; if we do not earn merits, how can eaipgmegranate increase our merits? Although waiogrtmust
earn our merits, in many ways the number of mevésearn is not in our hands but in the hands ofveleaFor|
example, if a person writessaferor delivers arorahlecture, he will earn merits in accordance with tlumber of
people who read or hear his words. To earn the maxi number of merits, he needs Heavenly help tisawbrds
reach a large audience. For this we Hsishemthat our efforts to earn merits should bear marinfiwit; that we|
merit Siyata D’shmaygaDivine assistance, to earn merits so that webailivorthy of inclusion in the book of meritg.

Chacham Rabbenu Azaryah Figat’l (Bina L'itim, Drush L'Rosh Hashana) would say:

“ - All the mitzvosare given to serve the King of the World §
bring Him satisfaction, . Here, we are commanded to blow gtefarto bring to ming
Akeidas Yitzchoknd be remembered favorably on the Day of Judgrifdsibwing theshofaris
for our own benefit, how is this considerethdzvahin the service of the Almighty? Because
being remembered throudtkeidas Yitzchqkve reach the conclusion that it is worth sadrifiall
pleasures of life, including life itself, in orderperformHashem’sill and obey His commands.’

~
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A Wise Man would say: “While it's important to act properletiveenRosh Hashanand Yom

Kippur, it's also important to continue acting propemdjveeenyom KippurandRosh Hashara
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you will return to theRibono Shel Olanand listen to His
The month ofElul has passed by quickly. The dailyoice. One can understand tkkalos but how will the
shofarblowing is meant to awaken us from our spiritublessings thatlashenbestows bring a person to repentanc
slumber to reinforce our desire to BeshuvaAndHashem My good friend R’ Dov Zev Weinberger zt'l, the
too, wants oulfeshuvaas we say in thBhemona Esraf Shemen Hatoy says that every person should view
Neilah on Yom Kippur - “You good fortune as a reason to repent. He shouldiaself
(Hashem) extend Your hand to wanton sinneaad Your why are things going so well for me and my familgat
right hand is extended to accept d@shuvalt is truly a because | am such a righteous person or such Bdaily
great insult when someone refuses to take anognsop's
hand when it is offered as a gesture of reconafialCan soon see his own faults and come to realize thaifts that
you imagine the affront we will create if we refuse Hashemis showering upon him are not deserved, and

Tzedakafd Am | truly worthy of all these blessings? He Wi

acceptHashem’'sxtended hand iheshuva will make him show higlakaras HaTouo theHashemby
A person’s natural inclination is to reperdl @hange his doing Teshuva In this way, it will not be necessary f
ways when he falls on tough times. We are all familith Hashemto punish him withKlalos. The berachoswill
people who repent because of difficult circumstartbat actually cause him to ddeshuva Thus, it is up to eac
befall them. On a logical level we could understaiy individual to decide if he would rather have therachos
tzaroswill make a person repent. Being in a hospitahrocand doTeshuvahor wait untilchas v'shalontroubles befall
or sick at home, experiencing financial troubledamnily him and he is forced to repent amid his paintaachs
difficulties, can be easily understood to causeragn todo  As the Day of Judgment approaches, let us/aste the
Teshuvah However, theposuktells us that we must domany opportunities we have to tedakaltandchessedand
Teshuvano matter the circumstances.
- even when thberachos(blessings) and for the coming year, we can hope that He will graivhat
klalos (curses) will come upon you, - we truly require, antdentchus with a&’siva V'chasima Tova
a person who can have great influence on othershaipg
During theYamim Noraimthe 44 stanzas of thavinu  bring others closer to their Creator. Anyone whgleets this
Malkeinu” prayer are recited with great fervor aftesbligation will someday have to answer for thigheRibono

Shemona Esraof Shacharisand Mincha Two of the Shel Olamimagine arerliche Yidcomes for judgment before

stanzas seem to be very similar. the Heavenly Court. He feels confident that he mélrit an
- “Our Father, our King, please blot outhonored place iGan Edenas he conducted himself as a tr
and remove our sins from before your eyasd pious Jew. Yet he is shocked when the court actuisesf
-“Our Father, our King, violating ShabbosKashrus and many other fundamentals
please erase, in your abundant mercy, all recoifdsup Yiddishkeit He will cry out that it cannot be; he scrupulgu
liabilities.” For the most part, they both say the sarobserved thdorah andmitzvos The Beis Dinwill answer,
thing; why would we say the san@illah twice? “It's true that you were careful in your personaservance o
TheChofetz Chaimzt’l explains the difference betweemitzvos but you failed to share your knowledge with ah
the two similar stanzas as follows: Our appeddashem thereby enabling them to better themselves sglyitua
that He blot out and remove our sins is a referémdhe Rosh Hashanas the time forCheshbon Hanefesio
personal misdeeds committed by each person. Howheerconsider our unfulfilled obligations toward ourdel Jews.
request thatlashemerase all record of our liabilities referfhe concept ofArvusis not limited toKiruv Rechokim-
to our failure to fulfill the concept of whereby all helping Jews who have strayed fromTiogah path. It exists
Jews are responsible to act as “guarantors” for dimst and foremost in our homegeshivosand shuls for

another. We are responsible for another’s actidvis. example, not talking durindavening which distracts th¢

must ensure that other Jews act accordingly amsbtisin. concentration of others. If we work on this elen@#tvodas
As the well- known dictum states; Hashemit will cause others to do so as well. Thi&ngus.
Aside from the many halachic implications of this When we asklashemnto please erase all records of (
principle,Arvusis of great ethical significance as well.  liabilities, we refer to our responsibilities tdets -Arvus-
What is‘Arvus” ? Arvus means that a Jew cannot bahich we may not have fulfilled. If we start nowatone
content with the fact that he himself isatfiche Yid a fine for this sin, it will certainly be a greaechudfor us, and
Jew, who serveldashemcorrectly. Arvusmeans he must bewill bring others to a better sensemitzvahobservance

when we presertiashemwith our “shopping list” of needg
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very concerned that his fellow Jews do likewiséru&Yidis  Together, we wi Im Yirtzeh Hashelbezoche b'dil.
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of theseforim and one of the mourners replied that they
While visiting JerusalenRRabbi Yakov Vann (Rabbi belonged to the deceased, his father. Rabbi Vavipegd
of the Calabasas Shul in California) was on his teay further, asking whether any of the other family rbens
davenMinchawhen somebody called out from a doorwaysed the books. Sadly, the son responded, althbisg
asking him to complete minyanin a house of mourning.father had been a very pious and learfiechh scholar,
He gladly agreed to pray with the mourners, butnupnone of his children had followed in his ways.
entering the apartment, he was surprised to obgbate explained that when his father came home each, righ
although it was full okeforim) the mourners themselvesvould lock himself in his study and spend hoursimap
did not appear to be religiously observant. over his beloved tomes. However, becausd diah study
After the prayer service had concluded, Rabdnr/ only occurred behind closed doors and not in tlesgince
took out aMishna Berurato examine it, and he was evenf his family, his children never observed him téag and
more taken aback to see that its margins wereffalstute therefore did not absorb his passionfforahandmitzvos
insights and comments. He inquired about the ownfitre As Rabbi Vann wistfully left the mourners, tealized

all
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that this encounter gave him a newfound appreciati@ welfare of their child. The child’'s finger is barupgl, arl/c\iL
novelTorahthought that he had recently heard. on the way home they stop and buy him a bike. y?
In Parshas NitzavimMoshe tells the Jewish peopléyhat is going on here? The answer is simple: ttigment
. Literally, this got all mixed up and was set aside.
means that hidden things belongHashem while those  This is literally how it is with us dRosh Hashangsays
that are revealed are forever for us and our ahildrR’ Shimshon Pinkus zt”l. In the middle of the teng
However, theBelzer Rebbe, R’ Aharon Rokeactet’l, judgment, we suddenly let out a scream. This istund
suggested that thposukcan be interpreted as followsof theshofar Theshofarexpresses the inner scream of fhe
“Hanistaros L'Hashem Elokeinu?* if we hide oumitzvos Jew. It is“Kol Kol Yaakov” - the voice of Yaakov. In th
by doing them privately, then onlfashemwill know above allegory, as soon as the child screamedandtiser
about our righteous ways. On the other h&uthaniglos screamed too. So it is ddosh HashanaAs soon as th¢
Lanu Ulevaneinu”- if we take a different approach andewish people below let out a scredtiashemscreamd
reveal our good deeds to our children, then ougioels too, so to speak, and the whole judgment fallstapar
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priorities and values will remaihAd Olam” - for all Generally speaking, this is the principle bdtieshofar
eternity, as they will be carried on by our childrand This system is the most fundamental aspect of dyeod
descendants for all generations. Rosh HashanaWe need to think about it. We can't just

Rabbi Vann understood this lesson all too a#dir his walk into this holy day without having preparedsaives.

painful visit to the house of mournegBarsha Potpourri)
|
The commandment tAvraham Avinuo sacrifice his

The Zohar Hakadosh describes in fine detail whatson, Yitzchok, presented him with perhaps the getdest
happens in the Heavenly realm when we blowstiefar of all time. Indeed, the merit of Avraham’s eagss® do
On theYom Hadin the King is sitting on His Throne ofthe will of Hashemwithout question continues to stand py
Judgment. Th&atancomes and demands judgment. Evéiis children,Am Yisroel until today. OnRosh Hashana]
though Hashem loves judgment, as it say$For I, we implore the Holy One blessed be He to remembéary
Hashem, love justice,”His love of His children a good year in the merit dtkeidas YitzchokMany have)
overpowers His love of judgment. When the accusses questioned the greatness of this test. Peopleartlystisk
to press claims against themrdashemcommands the and even give up their lives and those of theirilfar
Jewish people to blow thshofar so they will arouse members, for the most senseless and meaningletssnpt
Divine mercy, from below, through tlofar The sound Avraham Avinuwho was instructed to do so blashem
ascends from thehofarin fire, air and water, and fromHimself, obviously reflecting a bold purpose, stibhhve
them is formed one sound, and another sound isadouikewise been able to do so relatively easily.
above. When these sounds are aroused above and beloR’ Elya Meir Bloch zt’l explained as follows: It is tru
all the claims put forward by ttf®atanget mixed up. that many people have given up their lives, bstithimerely

This may be compared to a family with a mish@ita on account of their lack of recognition of the eabf life.
child. One day he comes home framederafter he hit These individuals lead a meaningless life and tregdic]
several boys, broke a window, disturbed the classhe restrictions; death likewise does not phase thevmalfam,
whole lesson, etc. When he gets home there ishaavever, lived a life of purpose and recognizedottential
“reception” waiting for him. Father says that heed® a of a “Ben Adam” and his ability to gain closeness [to
spanking, Mother adds that he needs a punishmaht Hashem agreed to sacrifice his son amidst intepse
will stop this behavior once and for all, and eténolder calculation. Avraham’s submission was such thawbeld
brother complains bitterly about him. The unhaphijdc happily give up all that he treasuredidshenwilled it so.
thinks to himself: Now how am | going to get outtbis ~ Am Yisroelparticularly our brothers iaretz Yisroelfind
mess? He runs away to his room, and without reglizthemselves in a difficult situation. We are thraatk by
what he is doing he slams the door on his own finges people who do not value life and are even encodrawg
finger is caught in the door and screams of paimecout give up their lives, in order to harm us. We mush tto
of his mouth. His parents hear the screaming amy b Hashem in tefilah and simultaneously renew opr
his room. When they see what happened, they aléo emmmitment to live a life of purpose. We must tueasach
from their mouths screams of pain. Their child isth and every day and the limitless opportunities wesHzeen
What happens now? The whole judgment that they wgranted to elevate ourselves as true servartmsiiem In
going to put him through gets put aside. They imatety this merit, mayHashensafeguard us and redeem the Jey
hurry to the doctor because they are so worrieditahe people from all our suffering with the coming\déshiach
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once came crying to tiRebbeHe was very poor and desperately needed a newltdte didn't have the money to by
a new one. Th&apischnitzer Rebbewned two hats, one which he wore every day, ss&tand, newer one, which he
kept in his closet for special occasions. Howewpon hearing th¥id’srequest, th&ebbdook out his new hat from ttje
box and and presented it to the man. Yitkhanked th&ebbegratefully and left the house a happy man.

This was th&apischnitzer Rebbetsay, but hiRebbetzirhad some questions for her saintly husband. “Plegslain]
to me,” she said, “what is wrong with your regliat that you wear every day? It is in perfect dioliand would hav
suited this man just fine. Why did you deem it Isseey to give him your brand new hat right ouheftiox?”

R’ Avraham Yehoshua smiled at her and repli8gecifically for this reason, | gave him that!Haecause | really
want this hat for myself ....”

TheRebbetziooked at him without comprehension. “Listen,” febbeold her gently, “OrRosh Hashanaluring
the specialefillos that wedaven we continuously mention the great appellationsieRibono shel OlamOne of then]
is, - ‘Whose clothing is charity .... to the One Whedivorever.Now, as we know, it is our jo
to emulate th&®ibono shel OlamThus, we may explain these words a bit diffeye#lperson who doesitzvosn this
world, will merit the Next World. However, the ‘¢ling’ he will wear in the Next World, is all a tdsof theTzedaka
the charity - he gives to the poor in this worlthisTis the meaning of - The‘Levush’ clothing
one wear&orever' in the Next World, is higharity’ that he gave down here.”

With a beatific smile, thRebbeconcluded, “This is why | gave thi8d my new hat. Thenitzvosthat a person does |n
this world attire him as his clothing in the Nexo¥M. If | give him my old hat now, then in the N&¥orld | will also be|
dressed in an old hat. | would rather keep théatdor myself in this world, and in the Next Wotldill have a new one!”
e e ) ) Sl ) —] | —
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nachasand success in everything | do. It's all about afid

“Atem Nitzavim Hayom Kulchem ..We are all what | need. This is the way an EVED, a slavekthin
standing today befotdashenmour G-d. That's rightRosh The second approach is that of a beloved sam
Hashanais here. Lights! Camera! Action! After a fullanxiously and excitedly anticipating that my Fatisdveing
month of preparation and rehearsal for the Big Shthe coronated as King over the entire world! | am smdrto be
day has finally arrived! We are now ready to stapd part of the royal family and my heart is overflogiwith
beforeHashemand give the performance of our lifetimelove, loyalty and dedication to my beloved Fathbowill
Literally ... we must show Him who we are, if werwéo become glorified throughout the world on this dalynow
live!l The audition is over and now comes the bibat whatever role my Father gives me will be merfier me
performance known as, “My Life”! This is our chartoe because my Father loves me and would only do winggtit
show the Heavenly Tribunal what we're all abouthvil for me. My only concern is that | hope | will safycHis
then be decided what part we will be given in “THEame in whatever position He sees fit for me. MyuBis
PLAY” or if we will not be part of the cast at al-d on Him, my heart is filled with love and yearnirigat He
forbid. This is when the spotlight will be on uslanis our will truly be admired and appreciated properly iy éntire

o

time to shine! This is whiRosh Hashanas called - world! That is the BEN, the son, approach.
my light. Hashemis placing His spotlight on me and my  Now, think about it. If you were the king, wia@uld
whole life flashes before Him dRosh Hashana you choose as your most important minister? Wholavgu

So, as | stand up on the biggest stage ofifmythe you want at your side - if not the one who is diolgused
guestion begs itself: What am | all about? Welplains on YOU? Who would you shower with power, abilites
Rabbi Ezriel Tauber shlit'a, there are two approaches tand blessings - if not the one who is going to iise
Rosh HashanaThere is the slave mentality and there jgoperly to spread your glory in the world!?
the son approach. Am | focused on ME or am | foduse = My friends, if we want a good judgment on thigecial
Hashen? That will be the most significant question tday ofRosh Hashanahen let us choose to btashem’s
determine what | am all about and what role | Wi beloved child who is focused on Him and not orWkken
chosen to play in the performance of my life. ¢ébime to we get up on stage and perform for the Judge, duaiy
Rosh Hashanavith an EVED mentality, | am basicallyTribunal, let it be ACT 1 of “A Son's Life” when w
focused on myself! | am worried about what will pep demonstrate our love and admiration for our Fathey
to me this year. Will | have my basic needs fufi? Will Heaven. Like a BEN - not like an EVED!
| be treated well by my Master? Will | be upgradedjet May we truly makétashemnthe King of Kings on this
a lower-level position? | pray that | should bergeal a Rosh Hashanand thus be blessed with all of the treasgres
vear filled with blessing and good healparnassa, He reserves for those who are truly closest to | 1

w
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victims and their families, body fragments could lpe identified.

The remains of Edmund Glazer were eventudtytified, and shipped to his family home in Tommhere g
funeral service was conducted on August 22, 2082n8mbers of the local Chabad Lubavitch Markhana§ggue,
Norman and Lily Jeanne Glazer were gratified byléinge turnout. The rabbi spoke earnestly aboutufdhand thg
tragic loss of life, and then a number of familymters tearfully offered a few heartfelt words abtbieir loss. In an
unprecedented display of compassion and commiseratimerican Airlines contacted the officiehazzanof the
synagogue, Cantor Bentzy Freundlich, and arranggtsportation for him to the cemetery, as well a$1800
remuneration for attending the funeral and condgcthe service. Although a number of other canéord singerd
jumped at the offer, the airline only agreed to fuathe official cantor. They felt that since tiheceased had died whije
on their airline, they felt it was only humane &siat the family with the funeral services.

Cantor Freundlich arrived and sang the trawfti“Kel Moleh Rachamim”at the gravesite. He was struck by fhe

heightened level of emotion that was prevalentplawere crying bitter tears, and as the remaime leavered into the
ground, Lily Jeanne almost fell in with her dead.dde had attended funerals in the past but thésveas different
Sure, a man died, but the funeral was taking p#roest a full year later and it was inconceivabieBentzy that such
raw emotion could still be felt after all this time

After the service, Cantor Freundlich walkee@motw Mrs. Glazer and offered his condolences.t&aked him with
tearful eyes. Bentzy could not resist the temptiadiod asked her why she seemed so overwroughtthéfassomething
more to it that he was missing?

Lily Jeanne composed herself and spoke imavimice. ‘Shaifelg” she said softly, looking at Bentzy, “my s¢n
Edmund wasn't supposed to die.”

Yes, he understood that, thought Bentzy. Wioukl he have died? “No, you don't understand,” sid. “If the
good Lord wanted my son to die on September 11eifftvin Towers, this is the wrong son!”

Bentzy did not comprehend. She wiped awagrreaied continued. “You see, my older son Allan edrin the North
Tower of the World Trade Center. When | didn’t hisam him after the attacks, | assumed the wortstrdkriah and
even sashivahfor close to 24 hours. | truly believed my sorefiiwas dead. Then, suddenly | got a call from Allae
was in Hong Kong! He was away on business andk smme time for him to contact me.” Mrs. Glazeundstered
when she thought about it. “That's when | realiteat Allan wasn't dead. Relieved, | got up fratmvahand a few
minutes later, | get another phone call. This tihweas informed that my younger son Edmund, whakegriin Boston,
was on the plane that crashed into the tower amebbéilled! Now, | had to sghivahfor real!”

In the stillness of the cemetery, Lily Jeasheok with emotion. “Do we know who is meant teland who is mearjt
to die? You asked me why I'm emational. | am emmidecause | actually ssttivahtwice - once for Edmund, andja
second time when | thought my older son, Allan, kiesd.” (Heard from Cantor Bentzy Freundlich)

On the first day oRosh Hashan&696 (1936)R’ Yitzchok Meir Heschel zt"l, the previouKapischnitzer Rebbe
passed away and was succeeded by hisRSofiyraham Yehoshua Heschekt’l. For the next thirty-one years, nz
Avraham Yehoshua served his flock faithfully angatedly as th&apischnitzer Rebbe both in Europe and after thle
Holocaust, in the United States.

His home quickly became a centetai#daka(charity) andchessedkindness). R’ Avraham Yehoshua’s kindngss

knew no bounds. He was particular not to go topstenight until he had distributed every pennhimpossession tg
tzedakaAstronomical sums of money went through his haadd when his funds were exhausted and peopleshitrp
coming, he would borrow from anyone who was willindend him.

In aderasha(speech) he once gave abdltidas YitzchgkheRebbesaid, “The test of thakeidahwasn't just to
see ifAvraham Avinwould listen tdHashemfor who wouldn't do so aftddashenmhad explicitly asked him? Indeed, |if
Hashemwould have asked Avraham to give away his ownitif@ould not have been ehiddush Here, however
Avraham was commanded to offer up someone elsha¥®to watch how the second person is suffeffiiad thkes true
mesirus nefestself-sacrifice).” TheRebbeended his words, adding, “When | was in Viennaaur@erman control,
accepted all my suffering with love, but when litgegbout the suffering of others, it was just tacchnfor me to bear.”

TheRebbe’shouse was open to anybody who wished to enteryfperson was made to feel at home, regardless of

his social status or background. The homelesse twbe were not totally sound of mind, those who hadne else tq
turn to - all found their place around his table.dhe was ever mocked. No one was ever refused.
TheRebbesatisfied each one of his visitors’ demands amsitele no questions askedYAd from a prominent family
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As in many chassidic courts all over the woBe|zer Chassidimvould stream to the southern Galician city
Belz by the thousands, to be in the presence af tisdy Rebbe,R’ Shalom Rokeachzt’l (Sar Shalom)for the

uplifting High Holy Day prayers. For weeks in adearof theYamim Noraima buzz would fill the air as wealthy,

scholarly, famous, pious and even singhassidimwould arrive by the wagonloads and take their lusizees in the
great Belzer Synagogue, a building unparalleléts isize and grandeur anywhere in the Jewish world.
Unquestionably, one of the highlights of BedzeravodahonRosh Hashanaas when th&zaddikhimself would
lift his personalShofarto his lips and blow th&ekios ShevarimandTeruos- the requirednitzvahof the day. A hush
would descend on the massive crowd andRbebbewould pause until he felt it was just the rightment before]

emitting a sound that rent the heavens in its yularity and powerful submissiveness to the Obevk. Nary a dr)ly
Vi

eye could be seen amongst the holiday worshippgetiseBelzer Rebbélew theshofarblasts, ushering in the gra
and solemnity of the judgment of the day.

One year, as thiRebbetook his place at theimain the middle of thdeisMedrashto begin blowing, he casually

wiped his lips with his fingers to remove any maist Suddenly, he recoiled in shock and fear wieesalw a strand d
hair, presumably from his beard, on his hand. léamggd in pain - the pain of committing the sinigbing out a hair or]
the holy day oRosh HasharlaR’ Shalom became inconsolable. Immediately, henashofarback in its sheath and
down in his place just to catch his breath andimdga composure. His face had turned pale andisénembling all over.

Reb Yitzchok Aizik, the elderfMakri” (individual who prompts the blower which blast tmsd) of Belz, hurried
to the Rebbe’sside to inquire as to what happened. He thoughtdtedone something wrong and fRebbewas
displeased with him. But ttgar Shalonsimply looked up at him with tears in his eyes paihted to the strand of h3
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that was still attached to his finger. Reb Yitzcldgkik nodded and understood what Rebbewas feeling.
But theavodahmust go on and Reb Yitzchok Aizik turned toRebbeand said, “Allow me to tell over a story. T
famedR’ Nosson Adler zt’l once traveled to Nikolsburg to visit thgaddik R’ Shmelke Horowitz zt"l. When he

e

walked into theRebbe R’ Shmelke’s home, he found him pacing back amthf a look of sheer anguish and redret
etched on his face. R’ Nosson asked him what wasnétter and thBebbe R’ Shmelke explained that he had jjist

made a terrible mistake. He was in the processritingra Sefer Torah(he was a scribe) and by mistake, he had
wrongkavana(thought) as he wrote one of the Holy Nameldaghem
“What a mistake | made,” said R’ Shmelke, giriig his hands, “it's terrible. How could | havedrasuch a mistake?”
R’ Nosson Adler stopped him in mid-pace arid,s&Vhat's the big deal? What are you so worriedw? If this
‘sin’ is what theSatanwill chap(grab) you on, let him take this ‘sin’ and chokeitty
Reb Yitzchok Aizik now looked into tHeebbe’sear-filled eyes and smiled. “I don’t know whaé thdmoris so
worried about. If this tiny hair is all tHeatanchaps him on during this awesome Day of Judgntieen, let theSatan
take this hair and choke on it!”
A moment passed and tBar Shalomooked back at hishasid “Hechiyasani... you have revived my spirit,” h
said softly, with the slightest hint of a smile.

# #
Life is so precious. Life is so fragile. One dayeaspn is full of life. The next day, his life isen from him. On 3

daily basis, our lives hang in the balance; nesansch as on this awesome Day of Judgment, thevdagand beforg

the Almighty King of the World and ask, “Who wilve and who will die? Who will survive and who witheet an
untimely end?” Do we know who will live? No, of age not! We think that life is meant to go on; wwsuwme this is th
way of the world. And yet, we are shocked and bmokken it is not so.

When American Airlines Flight 11 backed awagni Gate 26 of Terminal B at Boston’s Logan Airport
September 11, 2001, and began rolling toward thevay for a six-hour flight to Los Angeles, Edmuntazgr, in Sea

4A, settled in for a routine business flight. EdichBlazer, 41, was vice president of finance andiridiration andj

CFO at MRV Communications, a Chatsworth, Calif.dsh$elecommunications company. Fifteen minutes fhéo
flight, five Muslim hijackers forcibly breached tiseckpit, and overpowered the captain and firsteff One terroris
took over the controls and crashed the aircrafttinie North Tower of the World Trade Center at 86 local time,
killing everyone onboard. The impact and subsedfirentaused the North Tower to collapse 102 mmafeer the thd
crash, resulting in hundreds of additional casemltDuring the recovery effort at the World Tradmter site, worker:

the
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spent months recovering and identifying dozensofains from Flight 11 victims, but unfortunately foany of th




